 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Agenda for Parish Council Meeting 07/07/2026 

	Date
	7th July 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Collette Francis.

Others in attendance:
Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley; Representatives from Urenco – Laura Johnson, Julia Hanlon, Carol Higson; Mike Jones (Clerk); members of the public Bob and Carol Davies, Hassan Ali, Lynn Fletcher, Val Parr, Ian Mort, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco
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	Procedural Matters:
-i. Apologies
Cllr Gareth Baker (due to work commitments) 
Cllr Jamie Davies
-ii. Communication 
The Clerk reported that Scottish Power had been written to regarding the lack of notification of people on their priority list, as noted at the previous Council meeting. They had replied, seeking the MPAN numbers of the properties so that they could identify them. Cllr Foster was identifying these numbers. 
-iii. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared, although Cllr Collette Francis noted that she was an applicant on the Pinfold Paddocks planning appeal noted in 10, below.  
-iv. Approval of minutes from meetings 5 May 2026. 
These were awaiting the wording of the Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) report so would be formally approved at the next meeting.
-v. Matters arising from notes from the last meeting 
Speed watch: 
Cllr Tomlinson had the speed gun used previously. It would be passed to the Councillors in the Highways and Police liaison groups for checking. CWaC Cllr Eardley outlined the process – check the gun and calibrate if necessary, identify sites and get them agreed, train volunteers, provide hi-viz tabards, do speed watch, PCSO would send notices to the owners of cars speeding and after three notices a visit was made. 
- school parking:
There had been a reply from PCSO Christine Hogan to say she had not been aware of issues and would assist when she could, such as blocked driveways. 
Cllr Pemberton will monitor.
-vi. Resignations & vacancies 
-There were none to report
-vii. To note dates of Future Meetings & Locations:
1 September 2026 at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone. 
3 November 2026 at Urenco
-viii. Notice of any urgent AOB
- There were churchyard issues, discussed under item 14, below. 

	2
	Visiting Officers:
Cllr Simon Eardley provided the following updates: 
· Surgery outcome from 06 June 2026:
· Concern raised regarding plans from Urenco in relation to Ledsham Lane. SE raised the matter with CWaC Highways and sought assurances.
· Possibility of renaming a small section of road in Ledsham village, Blue Duck Lane. This has been raised with CWaC for advice and they say that it can be considered in principle, but evidence of the reasoning would be required.
· Public Right of Way concerns – off Ledsham Lane. SE to inspect and report issues (pending).
· Proposed Peak Cluster project:
· In response to the motion of opposition to the project passed at CWaC Full Council in April, an ‘Environmental Protection Forum’ has been established and has held its first meeting. This group will provide oversight to projects like this going forward and other nationally significant and determined planning applications which are decided via the ‘Development Consent Order’ process.
· Public information evening arranged for 20th July 2026, 7.30pm at The Five Villages Hall, Backford. Leaflets being distributed to advertise.
· Miscellaneous issues / reports:
· Potholes, Dunkirk Lane. Reported on 13/05 – ref. CE837281386.
· Correspondence with highways around safety concerns at the A550/Ledsham (just outside the parish) ongoing through a query raised by Cllr Houseley. SE to continue to pursue.
· Member Budget – remains open for a project for SE to support.
· Community speedwatch – SE to provide support to progress establishment of a project in the parish now that the ‘speed gun’ has been found and can be checked for operational fitness to work.
· Penfold Close grass cutting – SE to raise with CWaC Your Streets for action.
· Planning matters of note:
· Planning appeal decision in relation to Pinfold Paddocks has been received.
· Correspondence has been ongoing in relation to other local applications, including at Brookfield and The Laurels.
· The Hayloft, Capenhurst Lane update. Email from CWaC Planning with the latest position as follows (read out at the meeting):
 
“The Hayloft, Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst, Chester, CH1 6HE (Also known as The Retreat) (Dwelling, caravans and camping).
 
There are two main issues on this site, one relating to the main dwelling and the other relating to the insertion of caravans and camping tents / teepes.
 
Dwellinghouse - On 5th December 2025, a Certificate of Lawfulness was approved under reference 25/03443/LDC for - The change of use from a residential dwelling (use Class C3) to a children's care home for up to 2 child residents.
 
On the remaining land caravans and tents (Tepees) were installed. The wooden lodge units located on the site have been assessed and investigated and are considered to meet the definition of a caravan. The site benefits from an Exemption Certificate issued by Rustic Acres (who have been given approval by Natural England). We have raised concerns with the exemption organisation, however they are satisfied with everything in place. As such, we have sought Barrister advice from Kings Chambers.
 
In essence the advice states that Embrace Care have demonstrated that the units meet the definition of a caravan and are capable of being moved. In terms of their use, legislation emphasis recreational use but does not exclude ancillary activities to facilitate it. i.e.  A family may well visit a site for a recreational purpose such as a holiday and have a helper staying with them or visiting the site daily to care for one of the family members.
 
Providing people using the caravans are part of the caravan and camping club it would comply with the relevant legislation. If residents have concerns about how the site is being used they would need to raise it with the organisation.
 
The related enforcement case is 25/00238/EMCOU and is pending, however we are in the progress of writing this up to close the case down. Embrace Care have been informed of this that we will not be pursuing matters at this stage.
 
A new issue was raised recently regarding a proposed Open Day at The Retreat (Hayloft) and this matter has been raised directly with the operator Max Walker-Williams, who stated to officers “The open day is an opportunity for people to come along and experience the environment. The social club is not open to the public and it is for caravan club members only. They have use of the Teepee and other existing facilities during the day only.”
 
At present, the proposal relates is activities connected to the caravan and camping site and what they can offer in terms of care. This means at this stage we can only monitor the situation but at present the overall use appears to meet the legislation. Cllr Eardley or residents can raise any issues that arise with us and we will continue to monitor the site.”
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	Urenco Update
- Carol Higson was obtaining stories of local people who had fallen in wars. Their stories would be put in a book for the church and there would be a display in Urenco’s building 806. She asked for suggestions (carol.higson@urenco.com) and some were provided. 
- Laura Johnson gave an update on the plans to open the northwest gate. The plans were being discussed with local stakeholders so no definite update yet but she will provide one when she can. It was needed to progress developments on site. 
- Julia Hanlon was welcomed back.
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	Members Interest forms – 
The clerk reported that all forms had been completed. A new rule had been introduced in the last few days so that addresses no longer needed to be published although the clerk and Monitoring Officer would be aware of them. The Clerk would review all forms published to ensure compliance.
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	Training – Review-New Councillors and refreshers
-Cllr Housley gave an outline of a 2-hour training session which he and Cllr Pemberton had attended regarding objecting to a planning objection. The emphasis was that objections had to be rational and backed by points based on the national planning framework and the Local Plan. 
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	Police Group – feedback
-i. New PC/PCSO meetings
-Cllr Housley had not attended any police meetings since the last Parish Council meeting but the PCSO Christine Hogan had invited him to the next surgery. 
-ii. Community Cohesion Group
-no update
-iii. Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) update
- PCC plans and survey was circulated and responded to.
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	PC Surgery feedback- review timings
-The Chair noted that the Surgery was set up at request of residents to have informal meetings and discussion but they had very little attendance in the couple of hours (sometimes by the same 2 people). 
Members discussed future arrangements. 
Cllr Tomlinson proposed holding them twice a year (November and June) for an hour. Cllr Foster seconded. Agreed unanimously.

RESOLVED: 
That Surgery meetings be held in June and November for an hour.
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	Community Engagement
- i. Correspondence from Members of the Public 
The Chair provided details of a letter sent on behalf of Penfold Close residents. It was attached to the agenda and concerned a planning application for Brookfield though it also included other issues. The Chair responded and noted that some points were personal ones. She reminded attendees that they were to treat each other with respect and outbursts would not be tolerated. 
-ii. Members of the public speaking time.
- Ledsham Lane passing points - Ian Mort asked for clarification about passing points on Ledsham Lane which he had heard mentioned. Laura Johnson from Urenco explained that a project was coming forward and was in the design stage. As part of the process all options were explored and when final plans were complete, engagement with local residents would take place. 
- Val Parr wanted to complain to Urenco about the noise. She explained her actions each time she felt that there was excessive noise but was disappointed at a perceived lack of substantial, accurate or helpful response. 
-iii. Internet/Website/Facebook
- No issues to report.
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	 Events
-i. Proposals for future events
-The remembrance event planned by Urenco (see item 3, above) was noted.
-Cllr Foster mentioned that the Events Group was to meet to discuss plans for the Christmas Tree event. 
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	Planning:
- i. New Planning Applications 
The one planning application received since the last meeting (Laurels Farm) as well as the Parish Council’s objection and the Planning Department response were all included in the agenda pack. 
The Clerk mentioned that an additional planning appeal decision had been received after the agenda was published. It was for Pinfold Paddocks on Rectory Lane and was a dismissal of the appeal by the applicant. 
- ii. Planning Sub Committee Report
Cllr Clowes reported that the Sub-Committee had met and responded to appeal for Laurel’s Farm on Parkgate Road. The application had been refused so the building should be removed, but a subsequent application to extend this property had then been approved. The Parish Council had queried this and reiterated the original objections.
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	Finance:
There had not been success in achieving a handover of functions from Cllr Foster to the Clerk, and there had been difficulty in anyone accessing the bank account which had left invoices unpaid. Another attempt to resolve issues and hand over would be made on 10 July when the clerk and cllr. Foster were to meet to try to address all the issues.  
-i. Income received
None 
-ii. Payments made
None because of access to the bank account. 
-iii. Earmarked Reserves and Proposed expenditure
Nothing to report.
-iv. Proposal to produce a budget for 2027 events spending
as part of the council’s budget discussions there would be a budget set for the events with input from the events group.
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	Emergency Plan – update
No updates needed. 
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	Members Information 
It was noted that the following communications have been circulated:
i. Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) weekly newsletter
ii. National Association of Local Councils (NALC) - e mails and newsletter 
iii. Training- e mails circulated

PCSO Report 
There were no incidents reported since the last meeting.
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	Members Information Speaking Time
- Councillors
1) letter to Capenhurst Sports Club – 
The letter to Capenhurst Sports Club about a visiting coach obstructing Capenhurst Lane was delivered in May but not received as they do not accept physical mail. Following a subsequent call, they felt that the coach had not caused a problem. 

2) Church yard 
Cllr Foster had been approached by the Holy Trinity Church, Capenhurst, as they were trying to raise funds to keep the church yard tidy and clean. Carol Higson suggested that war veterans would be interested in volunteering and Laura Johnson said Urenco would too.

-Cllr Foster also reported that the Church was raising £1250 for a baby memorial stone. Cllr Eardley and Urenco both pledged money towards this.

-Cllr Foster reported that a member of the public at the Northern end of Capenhurst village had offered to put a defibrillator on their house wall for public use and cover the costs of electric and upkeep if a cabinet could be supplied. Cllr Foster will get costs and bring to a subsequent meeting. 

-Cllr Foster requested that a request be put on Your Streets on the CWaC website to cut back the wildflowers at the junction of Penfold Close and Capenhurst Lane as they were now obscuring visibility. Cllr Eardley offered to contact the appropriate officers. 

-Cllr Foster reported that residents of Ledsham had approached her about potholes in Ledsham Lane. Cllr Eardly offered to take up the issue. 

-Cllr Clowes reported that she had registered a request to cut back trees and hedges on Badgers Rake Lane and the junction of Ledsham Hall Lane/A550. The issues had been allocated to the StreetCare Team for assessment. 
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	Meeting closed
20:22
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